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was a correct husband, and a Christian of devout and seemly
observance and an intolerant temper. Even to Wilberforce
it was more important to be governed by a statesman whose
private life was regular and strict than by a statesman who
hated oppression and public iniquity. It is easy to imagine
what a figure Fox, the retired bravo of gay and reckless
fashion, presented to those grave and austere men, with their
projects of enforcing the sanctity of Sunday by penal laws,
with their rigorous asceticism, and their overbearing and
hard-featured theology; a politician who played cards on
Sunday could not expect much indulgence from men who
thought it a cardinal sin in a moment of national peril, to
employ Sunday in drilling volunteers. What these men did
in reviving a certain pristine robustness in English life
cannot easily be exaggerated, but their influence on public
affairs was seldom on the side of justice and liberty. Wesley
himself believed in coercing America, and he clung to the Irish
Penal Code. Fox, who was outlawed by these guardians of
public and private morality, had a virtue which is rare in
politicians; he brought to national policy an exacting sense
of honour and good faith, a courage In rebuking national
wrong, and a hatred of all the sophistries and sedatives which
act as hemlock on the consciences of men who in private
affairs are scrupulous and honest. Few men are as high-
toned in their judgment on public issues as they are high-
principled in their private conduct, and there was no time
when a mind that was sensitive for the public fame of
England was a more precious possession than it was in the
tumbling confusion of the foreign issues of George's reign.
If his own habits scandalised the public, Fox suffered
both in popularity and in character from his long and
intimate association with the Prince of Wales. The Prince
was a very attractive and engaging person, whose charms
won for him many friends, though his inconstancy forbade
him to be true to any of them. The intimacy of the great
Whig leaders with this agreeable profligate was a grave
misfortune to their party. To that intimacy were largely